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INAUGURATION  CROWD 
—  A  sizeable  crowd  of  acade¬ 
mics  and  other  people  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  Church, 
Clinton,  watch  as  the  March 
21  inauguration  ceremony  gets 
underway  for  new  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  President  Lee  G. 
Royce.  Royce  has  been  on  the 
job  at  MC  since  July  1,  2002. 
(BR  photo  by  William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 
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Lee  G.  Royce  installed  as  MC  president 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor _ 

Lee  Gardner  Royce  was 
inaugurated  on  the  afternoon  of 
March  21  as  the  19th  president 
of  Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton.  ''I 
humbly  and  with  great  appreci¬ 
ation  and  anticipation  accept 
this  high  honor,"  Royce  told  the 
crowd  gathered  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  First  Church,  Clinton. 

"I  pledge  to  you  my  full  ener¬ 
gy  and  devotion  to  this  task.  I 
assure  you  that  in  the  days 
ahead,  we  shall  work  hard, 
well,  and  enjoyably,"  he  added. 


Royce  was  selected  presi¬ 
dent  by  the  school's  board  of 
trustees  on  January  29,  2002. 
He  took  over  as  MC  president 
on  July  1, 2002. 

He  succeeds  Howell  W. 
Todd,  who  retired  in  2001  after 
seven  years  at  the  helm  of  the 
Clinton-based  school. 

In  his  inaugural  address, 
Royce  said,  "A  liberal  arts  edu¬ 
cation  as  an  end  in  itself  or  as  a 
platform  for  a  professional  stud¬ 
ies  program  should  inculcate 
certain  academic  virtues.  Time 
permits  but  a  cursory  perusal  of 
these  vital  academic  virtues. 

•  First,  we  should  help  our 

_ I _ J _ 1 _ _ _ A _ / _ 


incivility  but  rather  the  ability  to 
state  reasons,  hear  counter  argu¬ 
ments,  and  propose  a  patient 
and  even  tolerant  response. 

•  Third,  we  must  help  stu¬ 
dents  develop  a  capacity  for 
pushing  investigation  beyond 
tiie  obvious,  discovering  many 
things  they  don't  know  and  some 
tilings  they  don’t  wish  to  know. 
As  we  strengthen  our  Christian 
witness  and  encourage  our  stu¬ 
dents  to  follow  Christ,  they  will 
see  that  Christ  will  hold  them  in 
whatever  inquiry  they  pursue. 

•  Fourth,  a  liberal  arts  edu¬ 
cation  should  help  our  students 
cross  the  received  boundaries 

of  knowledge  and  help 
students  try  out  new 
maps  of  learning,  new 
roads  to  travel,  practic¬ 
ing  the  art  of  synergy. 

•  Finally,  I  would 
propose  that  the  liberal 
arts  program  of  study 
as  well  as  our  profes¬ 
sional  programs 
should  develop  m  our 
students  the  recogni¬ 
tion  that  the  way  they 
express  themselves... 
ought  to  represent  the 
best  of  their  thinking." 

Royce  also  stressed 
the  importance  of 
maintaining  Christ- 
centered  programs  and 
activities  at  the  177- 
year-old  school. 

"What  would 
Mississippi  College  be 
if  it  were  simply  an  old 
and  reputable  academ¬ 
ic  institution?  What 
would  it  be  if  it  were  not  com¬ 
mitted  to  its  founding  principle 
of  Christian  higher  education 
and,  since  1850,  committed  to 


PRESIDENT  INAUGURATED  —  New  Mississippi  College  (MC) 
President  Lee  G.  Royce  stands  beside  the  ceremonial  MC  Mace, 
moments  after  accepting  the  Presidential  Medallion  from  Bill  Sones, 
chairman  of  the  MC  board  of  trustees.  Royce,  the  1 9th  president  of  the 
Baptist-affiliated  school  in  Clinton,  was  inaugurated  March  21  in  the 
sanctuary  of  First  Church,  Clinton.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


the  foundation  that  launched  Baptist-affiliated  Anderson 
this  college  and  sustained  it  College  in  Anderson,  S.C., 
through  so  many  difficulties  where  he  had  served  as  presi- 
and  challenges,  and  it  is  the  dent  since  1995.  From  1985-95, 
;  of  power  and  unity  for  Royce  served  as  vice-president 
>day.  ...I  refer  to  the  life,  for  university  relations  at 
tings,  and  everlasting  Baptist-affiliated  Belmont 
an  of  Jesus,"  he  said.  College  in  Nashville.  Prior  to 

>yce  closed  his  inaugural  that,  ne  was  director  of  account 
ess  by  pledging,  "In  the  services  for  Endata 
>  to  come  we  will  see  our  Corporation  (1979-85)  and 
ilment  grow,  both  at  the  served  as  an  instructor  in  busi- 
■rgraduate  and  graduate  ness  administration  at 
s  with  new  buildings  built  Ouachita  Baptist  University  in 
some  renovated.  We  will  Arkadelphia,  Ark. 
mdowments  expand  and  Royce  holds  three  degrees 
ies  increase.  We  will  see  from  Vanderbilt  University  in 
programs  launched  and  Nashville:  a  bachelor  of  arts 
•s  expanded.  degree  with  a  major  in  histo- 

lay  we  resolve  to  fully  ry,  a  master's  degree  in  busi- 
eciate  and  advance  our  ness  administration,  and  a 
principles,  our  early  and  doctorate  in  higher  education 


an  alliance  with  the  Mississippi  place  of  power  and  unity  for 


Baptist  Convention?  I  submit  to 
you  that  our  one  great  and 
enduring  distinctive  is  the 
combination  of  a  reputable  aca¬ 
demic  program  with  a  power¬ 
ful  ana  consistent  Christian 
witness  that  seeks  to  lead  our 
students  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  to  deepen  their  walk  with 
Him,"  he  said. 

"Because  we  believe  in  the 
Christian  truths  and  Christian 
faith  that  ought  to  animate 


students  develop  a  capacity  for  Christian  higher  education,  we  others  expanded. 


determined  inquiry  and  for 
intellectual  accountability,  where 
no  statement  is  sufficient  unto 
itself  but  must  be  open  to  the 
hard  work  of  critical  reflection 
and  sober  cross-examination. 

•  Second,  we  should  help 
our  students  develop  the  capac¬ 
ity  for  argument...  I  ao  not  mean 


insist  that  our  students  live  in  a 
Christian  moral  way,  and  we 
organize  our  college  life  to 
encourage  such  moral  behav¬ 
ior,  both  in  the  things  we  pro¬ 
hibit  and  the  things  we  encour¬ 
age,"  he  pointed  out. 

"(T)here  is  only  one  sure 
foundation  for  the  future.  It  is 


us  today.  ...I  refer  to  the  life, 
teachings,  and  everlasting 
person  of  Jesus,"  he  said. 

Royce  closed  his  inaugural 
address  by  pledging,  "In  the 
years  to  come  we  will  see  our 
enrollment  grow,  both  at  the 
undergraduate  and  graduate 
levels  with  new  buildings  built 
and  some  renovated.  We  will 
see  endowments  expand  and 
salaries  increase.  We  will  see 
new  programs  launched  and 


"May  we  resolve  to  fully 
appreciate  and  advance  our 
first  principles,  our  early  and 
enduring  commitments  into 
the  unknown  future,  knowing 
that  our  ultimate  foundation 
and  ultimate  trust  is  in  the  God 
who  holds  that  future." 

Royce  comes  to  MC  from 


administration. 

Royce  is  married  to  the  for¬ 
mer  Rhoda  Russell,  a  native  of 
South  Carolina.  They  have  one 
son,  Mark,  who  is  a  freshman 
at  Vanderbilt  University. 


Unity,  love,  loyalty,  and  solidarity 

:he  March  19  onset  of  A  page  one  commentary*  flanked  bv 
ation  Iraqi  Freedom  to  patriotic  songs  in  the  December  11,  1941, 

Airtatnr  Saddam  Hussein  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  reads.  4|  -  ..  •  **-t 


of  The  Baptist  Record  reads 


r  V  drive  dictator  jduuaui  nuaocui 
from  power  in  the  Middle  East,  I  joined 
an  elite  club  in  which  I  would  have  pre¬ 
ferred  not  to  hold  membership:  I  became 

a  wartime  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record.  -r- ----  - ,  ...  .  „ 

Some  of  the  finest  editors  of  The  Baptist  would  not  try.  We  do  dare  to  say  a\ 
Record  have  been  wartime  editors,  and  however,  that  Baptists  have  been  6 
several  of  the  10  editors  of  the  past  experi-  among  those  at  the  forefront  in 
enced  combat  in  various  wars  and  theaters,  home  and  country,  and  in  tne  flgj 
J  B.  Gambrell,  who  was  the  first  editor  of  dom  unencumbered,  political,  ana 
The  Baptist  Record  (1877-91)  and  also  religious.  We  have  not  felt  as  critu 
helped  establish  The  Baptist  Standard  in  regarding  those  who  expressed  opi 

I  Texas,  was  a  Confederate  veteran  of  trary  to  government  leadership. 
die  Civil  War.  the  time  is  upon  us  when  all  true 

(Gambrell  also  helped  found  may  pursue  but  one  course  — the 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  one  of  unity,  love,  loyalty,  and  so, 
Worth  and  remains  the  only  four- 
term  president  in  the  history  of 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.)  The  writer  then  quotes  Ps 
Don  McGregor,  editor  of  The  Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some 
Baptist  Record  from  1976-90,  but  we  will  remember  the  Name 
spent  time  in  a  German  prisoner  our  God. 

or  war  camp  during  World  War  II.  How  inspiring  for  today  are 
Guy  Henderson,  editor  from  year-old  words!  This  is  the 
;teran  who  con-  unity,  love,  loyalty,  and  soli 
in  the  military  unity  of  purpose;  Christian  lo 
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•  Among  mainline 
Protestants,  52%  said  their  cler¬ 
gy  addressed  the  war.  Forty- 
tnree  percent  took  no  position, 
one  percent  supported  it,  and 
seven  percent  opposed  it. 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


Ly attend  religious  ser¬ 
vices  at  least  once  a  month 
say  their  religious  views  have 
influenced  tneir  opinion  on 
the  war  with  Iraq,  the  latest 
Pew  poll  has  found. 

Fifty-seven  percent  of  that 
group  says  their  pastor  or  reli¬ 
gious  leader  has  spoken  about 
me  war,  with  34%  of  clergy  tak¬ 
ing  no  position  on  me  war, 
seven  percent  supporting  it 
and  14%  opposing  it.  Forty-one 

Rercent  said  their  clergyman  and  me  Pew  Forum  on  ReU] 
as  not  spoken  about  me  war. 

The  findings  were  taken 
from  a  subgroup  of  a 


Pew  Poll  Results 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Ken  Hester,  Pontotoc 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Michael  Weeks,  Olive  Branch 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


Religion  has  influence 
on  war  opinions 


•  Including  the  entire  sam¬ 
ple,  77%  of  the  public  said 


mat  war  is  sometimes  morally 
justified,  compared  to  12% 
who  said  war  is  never  morally 

The  Pew  Research  Center  (Christian,  Islam,  Jewish,  etc),  justified. 

‘igion  Of  those  with  a  religious  pref- 
and  Public  Life  are  part  of  Pew  erence,  42%  described  them- 

Charitable  Trusts  of  selves  as  "bom  again  or  evan-  •  Forty-one  percent  of  the 

til  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  established  gelical"  Christians.  Among  me  entire  sample  said  me  media 

1,032  adults"  conducted  *March  by  the  children  of  Sun  Oil  poll’s  other  findings:  most  influences  their  views  on 

13-16  by  me  Washington,  D.C.-  Company  founder  Joseph  N.  me  war.  This  was  followed  by 

based  Pew  Research  Center  Pew  and  his  wife  Mary  personal  experience,  16%; 

and  me  Pew  Forum  on  Religion  Anderson  Pew.  •  Among  evangelical  education,  11%;  religious 

and  Public  Life.  Only  39%  of  those  polled  in  Protestants,  which  in  tne  poll  beliefs,  10%;  and  friends  and 

According  to  its  web  site,  me  the  Pew  survey  said  they  could  have  included  every-  family,  seven  percent. 

Pew  Forum  on  Religion  and  attended  religious  services  of  thing  from  Baptists  to 

Public  Life  seeks  to  promote  a  any  kind  at  least  once  a  week.  Jehovah’s  Witnesses,  57%  said 

deeper  understanding  of  how  Pew’s  research  did  not  tell  how  their  pastor  has  spoken  about  •  Thirty-three  percent  of  all 
religion  shapes  me  Ideas  and  this  specific  group  viewed  me  the  war.  those  polled  say  the  opinions 

institutions  of  American  society,  war.  Instead,  regular”  religious  of  religions  leaders  have  had 

The  Forum  reports  on  me  role  of  service-goers  were  defined  as  •  at  least  a  "great  deal^.  '*’ 

religion  in  public  affairs  and  on  those  who  attended  at  least  •  Thirty-seven  percent  of  "some"  influence  on 
me  role  of  public  affairs  in  reli-  "once  or  twice"  a  month.  pastors  took  no  position  on  me  views.  Only  seven 

gion.  It  inmates  survey  work.  Eighty-eight  percent  of  those  war,  15%  supported  it,  and  said  the  opinions 

and  commissions  and  publishes  polled  identified  a  religious  three  percent  opposed  it.  Hollywood  celebrities  has  ha«3 

new  scholarship  in  me  field.  preference  of  any  type  a  great  deal  or  some  influence. 
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Baptists  ready  for  refugee  flood  from  Iraq 


AMMAN,  Jordan  (BP)  —  road  was  bombed  in  the 
The  war  is  on  in  Iraq,  and  the  early  hours  of  the  war. 
trickle  of  hundreds  of  refugees  "It's  about  a  10-hour  ride 
flowing  into  Jordan  and  other  if  you're  traveling  really 
neighboring  countries  could  fast.  A  normal  ride  could  be 
turn  into  a  flood  of  thousands.  up  to  12  hours.  Without 
Southern  Baptists,  Jordanian  that  refueling  stop,  it's 
Baptists,  and  other  evangelicals  made  things  a  lot  tougher," 
already  are  working  in  refugee  the  worker  reported.  Once 
camps  on  Jordan's  side  of  the  refugees  reach  the  camps, 
border  just  as  they  did  in  1990,  "it's  Been  windy,  rainy  and 
and  they  hope  to  gain  permis-  cold  —  and  tents  are  very 
sion  to  work  on  the  Iraqi  side  hard  to  do  much  with.  The 
soon.  They  also  hope  to  feed  wind  has  got  a  lot  of  sand 
10,000  or  more  people  a  day  if  in  it.  The  situation  is  just 
they  can  gain  access  to  northern  tough  for  folks  who  are 
Iraq,  where  the  Kurds  are  suf-  coming  out." 
ferine  increasing  hunger.  Working  with  Jo 

"We  understand  that  in  the  Baptists  and  other  e 
Kurdish  north  is  where  malnu-  ical  Christians,  St 
trition  is  the  biggest,  so  we're  Baptists  are  dish 
trying  to  find  ways  to  get  in  thousands  of  diape 
there  as  quickly  as  possible,"  formula,  blanket 
said  a  Southern  Baptist  worker  other  supplies  in 
in  Amman,  Jordan's  capital,  camps.  Tney  also  intend  to 
"We  would  like  to  have  disaster  relieve  hunger  and  meet 
relief  teams  come  in  and  work  medical  needs.  The 
in  the  north.  [The  situation]  is  International  Mission 
all  so  dynamic  —  nothing  has  Board  (IMB)  has  allocated 
gone  quite  the  way  anyone  $250,000  to  fund  aid  efforts  on 
expected  so  far.  But  we'd  like  to  both  sides  of  the  border, 
be  able  to  do  feeding  for  at  least  "Jordan  right  now  is  not 
10,000  people  a  day  if  we  can  allowing  Iraqis  to  cross  the 
get  there."  border,  the  worker  said. 

"They’re  only  allowing  third  - 
Afraid  and  tired  country  nationals  like 

Refugees  arriving  at  the  Egyptians  or  Sudanese  to 
Jordanian  border  are  "afraid  come  into  Jordan.  There  are 
and  tired"  after  the  long  drive  camps  on  the  other  side  of  the 
to  the  border  from  Baghdad.  It  boraer  and  we're  working  one 
became  longer  and  more  dan-  step  at  a  time  to  get  into  those, 
gerous  after  the  main  gas  sta-  We  don't  know  how  many 
non  and  rest  stop  on  the  desert  people  are  in  those  camps." 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


s  baby  SEPTEMBER  1 990  —  Southern  Baptists,  Jordanian  Baptists,  and  other 
'  ana  evangelical  Christians  ministered  in  refugee  camps  along  the  Iraqi  border 
border  during  the  first  Gulf  War  in  1990,  sharing  God's  love  with  people  who 
were  fleeing  hostilities.  Although  the  battle  has  been  joined  once  again 
between  American  and  Iraqi  troops,  the  refugee  numbers  are  only  a  trac¬ 
tion  of  the  numbers  seen  in  1 990.  (BP  photo) 


Waiting  to  see 
More  than  one  million 
refugees  fled  into  Jordan  before 
and  during  die  first  Persian  Gulf 
War,  overwhelming  the  resources 
of  the  small  nation  of  about  five 
million  people.  This  time,  much 
depends  on  whether  the  antici¬ 
pated  battle  of  Baghdad  ends 
quickly  or  becomes  a  street-to- 
street  shootout  with  the  civilian 
population  caught  in  the  middle. 

'The  whole  refugee  situation 
will  hinge  on  how  Baghdad 
goes,  because  you're  talking 
about  five  million  people  there, 
the  worker  said.  "I  think  the 
whole  mood  of  the  region  will 
swing  on  what  happens  and  the 
way  me  Iraqi  people  respond."  Editor’s  note:  Contributions 
Southern  Baptist  workers  on  may  be  mailed  to  Iraq  Response, 
the  scene  are  asking  for  medical  IMB,  P.O.  Box  6767,  Richmond, 
workers  and  other  types  of  Vol-  VA  23230-0767.  Make  checks 
unteers  to  join  them  and  their  payable  to  IMB  and  designate 
Jordanian  partners.  "Iraq  Resvonse  —  General  Relief. " 

"We're  going  to  be  compas-  Every  dollar  given  will  go  100%  to 
sionate  through  touching  tneir  relief  ministries.  Give  online: 
human  needs  and  compassion-  resour ces.imb.org/index.cfm/fa/pro 
ate  through  prayer,"  the  worker  d/ProdID/961.htm. 
said.  "By  touching  their  need  and 
by  prayer,  we're  praying  that  Audio  dips: 

Goa  will  change  die  situation.  •  wwwibpnews.net  /  media  / 

"As  Jesus  says  in  Matthew  25,  needs. mp3 
When  I  was  in  prison  you  visited  •  •www.bpnews.net/ media/ 
me.'  Many  of  tnese  people  have  witness. mp3 
been  in  a  dire  situation  not  unlike 
prison.  So  we  want  to  visit  them  Ready  to  Serve? 
and  share  with  them  a  cup  of  cold  •going.imb.org/ vim/ main/ 

water  in  compassion  that  is  moti-  ready_to_serve.asp 


Published  Since  1877 


vated  and  empowered  by  prayer. 
We're  asking  God  to  show  us  the 
doors  that  he  has  already  opened 
up  to  these  people  —  whether 
they're  Kurds  or  Turkmen  or  Shia 
or  Sunni,  all  across  Iraq — so  they 
understand  that  Jesus  loves  them 
and  has  a  personal  interest  in  each 
one  of  them.". 
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R  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  a  33-year-old  conservative  theologian  and  state 
Baptist  newspaper  editor,  is  approved  by  trustees  of  Southern  Seminary 
as  the  next  president  of  one  of  the  key  institutions  in  Southern  Baptist  life. 


W.  Douglas  Hudgins,  pastor  emeritus  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  and 
executive  secretary  emeritus  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
dies  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center.  He  was  77  years  of  age.  He 
pastored  First  Jackson  from  1946-69. 


First  Church,  Hattiesburg,  enters  its  new  house  of  worship.  The  sanc¬ 
tuary  is  one  of  tire  largest  colonial  structures  in  the  South,  seating  1400  in 
the  sanctuary  and  an  equal  number  in  the  educational  building. 
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WCC  announces  record  enrollment  figures 


HATTIESBURG,  Miss.  (Special)  — 
Spring  trimester  enrollment  at  Baptist- 
affiliated  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  in 
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Larry  W.  Kennedy.  A  total  of  2,401  students 
registered  for  spring  term  classes  that 
began  February  24  on  the  Hattiesburg, 
Gulfport,  and  New  Orleans  campuses. 
"Traditionally,  we  have  fewer  students 


enrolling  in  the  winter  and  spring  terms 
than  we  do  in  the  fall,"  Kennedy  said. 
"However,  this  current  spring  enrollment 
is  the  highest  ever  recorded  by  the  col¬ 
lege.  I  attribute  this  record  enrollment  to 
an  outstanding  faculty  that  is  guiding 
students  to  grow  in  Scholarship,  leader¬ 
ship  and  service." 

The  second  highest lumbers  were  qet  in 
the  fall  of  2000,  when.2^65  registered  for 
classes.  Last  year's  repjng  enrollment  was 
2,311.  About  35%  ofSfie  record  total  —  pr 
833  students  —  is  alWmted  to  graduate 
enrollment,  includina^programs  in  bus»- 


mented  Bitsy  Browne  Miller,  assistant 
professor  ana  chair  of  the  department  of 
education.  "The  increase  in  enrollment 
has  caused  lots  of  growing  pains,  but  it's 
a  great  problem  to  nave." 

The  coast  campus,  too,  has  seen  a  large 
enrollment  increase  in  the  education  pro- 


>uted  to  graduate 
_ _  programs  in  busi¬ 
ness,  education,  and^sychology  oh  bath 
the  Hattiesburg  arutjEulfoort  campuses/ 
That  number  too,  iMfjtn  all-time  high,  up 
from  783  in  the  sprtnmbf  last  year. 

"We're  very  stafp  friendly,"1  said 
Tommy  King,  diagctpr.  of  graduate  pro¬ 
grams  and  profesHN^oC  psychology,  ihe 
administration  at  Caiagy  really  bends  over 
backward  to  meetritudents'  academic 
needs.  Also,  the  state  . of  Mississippi  pro¬ 
vides  incentives  for  graduate  degrees  in 
education,  which  attracts  teachers  to  our 
education  program." 

Both  undergraduate  and  graduate  pro¬ 
grams  in  education  represent  the  largest 
programs  at  WCC,  witn  about  one  out  of 
every  three  students  —  or  795  students  — 
enrolled  in  education  majors  this  spring. 


Those  numbers  mean  that  classroom  facili¬ 
ties  are  at  a  premium. 

"We  have  education  classes  all  over 
campus,  in  nearly  every  building,"  cona¬ 


tion  of  many  school  districts  andthe  desir¬ 
ability  of  Kving  on  the  coast,"  said  Gerald 
Hasselman,  director  of  education  and  pro¬ 
fessor  of  education  on  the  Gulfport  cam¬ 
pus.  "These  factors  have  attracted  many 
students  for  us  in  the  field  of  education." 

Daniel  Caldwell,  vice  president  of 
church  relations  and  dean  erf  the  Cooper 
School  of  Missions  and  Biblical  Studies, 
attributed  the  increase  to  increased  efforts 
by  faculty  and  StafL 

"Our  record  enrollment  for  the  spring 
trimester  2003  was  made  possible  by  the 
efforts  of  our  faculty,  administration,  staff, 
and  especially  the  office  of  admissionadhe 
said.  "Everyone  has  been  willing  to  go  the 
extra  mile.  It  shows  that  Carey  is  the 
affordable  college  of  choice." 

Cloyd  Ezell,  vice  president  for  academic 
affairs,  agreed.  "Enrollment  has  been 
increasing  for  the  last  several  years  and,  no 
doubt,  mil  continue  to  increase  as  more 
and  more  students  discover  that  William 
Carey  College  is  a  great  place  to  receive  a 
college  education,"  he  said.  "We  are  all  very 
pleased  about  the  record  enrollment  at 
William  Carey  this  spring." 


CELEBRATING  RECORD 
—  Lorena  Smith  (center),  a 
long-time  supporter  of 
William  Carey  College  (WCC) 
in  Hattiesburg,  rejoices  with 
WCC  President  Larry  W. 
Kennedy  (right)  and  his  wife 
Sarah  at  the  news  of  Carey's 
all-time  high  enrollment,  me 
announcement  was  made  at 
the  college's  Donor 
Appreciation  Dinner  on 
March  20.  (BR  special  photo) 


Iraq's  Christians  brace  for  expected  persecution 
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ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (BP)  — 
In  the  hours  before  a  U.S.-led 
war  to  topple  Iraqi  President 
Saddam  Hussein  began,  Iraq's 
small  Christian  minority 
expressed  more  fears  over  per¬ 
secution  than  American  bombs, 
Compass  Direct  news  service 
reported  March  19. 

Iraqi  Christians  expect  to  be 
targeted  by  a  growing  tide  of 
Islamic  militancy  now  being 
encouraged  in  tne  secularized 
Arab  state,  according  to 
Compass,  a  news  service  focus¬ 
ing  on  persecuted  Christians 
and  based  in  Santa  Ana,  Calif. 

Numbering  less  than 
400,000,  Iraq's  Christian  com¬ 
munity  has  in  recent  months 
become  the  object  of  overt  dis¬ 
crimination  by  Islamist  ele¬ 
ments,  Compass  reported.  The 
attacks  have  ranged  from  ver¬ 
bal  abuse  and  graffiti  cam¬ 
paigns  to  stone-throwing  and 
even  brutal  assassinations. 

Iraq's  Christian  community, 
one  of  the  oldest  in  the  world, 
has  shrunk  from  10%  of  the 
population  20  years  ago  to 
about  1.5%  of  the  country's  24 
million  people.  The  majority  of 
the  Christians  are  Catnolic  or 
Orthodox,  with  several  dozen 
evangelical  congregations  locat¬ 
ed  mostly  in  larger  urban  areas. 

Over  the  past  few  weeks, 
local  church  leaders  report  that 
anti-Christian  rhetoric  has 
dominated  Friday  prayer  ser¬ 
mons  in  Baghdad's  mosques. 
"Muhammad  said  fight  the  infi¬ 
dels  with  everything  you 
have,"  Abu  Bakr  al-Sammerai 
declared  at  the  Abdel  Qadr  al- 
Gaylani  mosque  on  March  7, 
according  to  Compass. 
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Ignoring  the  government’s 
previous  rules  on  religious  tol¬ 
erance,  other  Muslim  preachers 
have  urged  their  listeners  to 
"fight  tne  followers  of  the 
devil,"  openly  labeling 
Christians  (known  locally  as 
"Nazarenes")  as  "infidels," 
Compass  reported.  On  March 
13,  Iraq's  leading  Muslim  schol¬ 
ars  issued  a  religious  edict 
declaring  that  anyone  who 


aided  the  U.S.  and  British  forces 
would  be  "condemned  to  hell." 

"You  have  some  mullahs 
denouncing  the  Crusaders  and 
the  infidels  from  the  minaret, 
meaning  us,  as  the  Christians 
here,"  Chaldean  Bishop  Shlemon 
Warduni  protested.  'Tne  fanatics 
in  Iraq  are  using  it  as  an  excuse 
to  act  against  the  Christians." 

Dominated  by  zealots  linked 
to  Saudi  Arabia's  Wahhabi 


Islamic  sect,  the  new  breed  of 
Iraqi  Islamists  have  been 
blamed  for  a  number  of  inci¬ 
dents  and  threats  of  violence 
across  Iraq  in  the  past  year. 

A  Chaldean  Catholic  nun 
murdered  on  Aug.  15  in  her 
convent  in  central  Baghdad 
had  been  executed  in  what 
local  church  sources  had 
described  as  "an  Algerian-style 
Islamist  killing." 


Church  ministers  to  military  families 

By  Tony  Martin  The  ministry  has  three  levels:  one  at  which 

Associate  Editor  the  deployed  soldier  is  prayed  for  daily  by  a 
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Associate  Editor 

The  eyes  of  America  are  on  the  fighting  men 
and  women,  the  warriors  who  are  involved  in 


ana  women,  me  warriors*  witu  arc  uivuivcu  m  icu  touhu;,  anu  a  uiuw  * v*,  * 

operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  In  recent  days,  more  Sunday  School  class  helps  tend  to  the  respon 
and  more  media  coverage  has  been  given  to  die  sibilities  that  would  normally  fall  to  die  heat 
families  left  behind,  who  find  thtqnselves  with-  of  the  household, 
out  husbands  and  wives,  mothers  and  fathers.  Other  components  of  the  ov 
How  are  they  to  be  ministered 


♦ 


March  27, 2003 


I  (  ,  A 


Flexibility 

More  and  more  we  are  dis¬ 
covering  that  flexibility  is  an 
important  factor  in  maintaining 
good  health.  You  and  I  marvel 
when  we  see  young  gymnasts 
doing  their  acrobatics,  twisting 
their  bodies  around  like  pret¬ 
zels  and  then  snapping  back  to 
land  straight  as  an  arrow. 
Watching  Michael  Jordan  sail 
through  the  air,  go  through 
about  14  body  shifts,  juggle  a 
basketball,  and  then  pitch  it 
into  the  hoop  just  makes  you 
marvel  over  all  that  flexibility. 
If  you  have  ever  watched  a 
track  and  field  athlete  jog  down 
a  track  towards  the  high  jump 
bar,  leap  into  the  air,  twist 
around,  and  sail  over  that  bar 
that  you  could  barely  touch  — 
you  just  have  to  snake  your 
Head  in  disbelief! 

Most  of  us  realize  the  impor¬ 
tance  'of  maintaining  good 
health.  We  know  that  we  need 
strong  bones.  We  are  also  aware 
of  the  need  of  strong  muscles  to 
function  each  day  and  we  also 
realize  the  importance  of  main¬ 
taining  a  healthy  heart;  but, 
flexibility  just  doesn't  seem  to 
be  at  the  forefront  of  our 
thought  pattern  on  the  road  to 
maintaining  good  health. 
When  we  are  young,  we  hardly 
ever  think  about  being  flexible 
because  it  comes  so  naturally. 
As  we  get  older,  we  may  notice 
some  signs  of  it  disappearing, 
at  least  for  short  periods  of 
time.  A  good  example  of  that  is 
when  we  sit  in  one  position  for 
a  long  time,  like  riding  in  a  car, 
and  men  when  we  get  out  we 
have  to  go  through  a  series  of 
stretches,  twists,  and  shakes  to 
get  the  kinks  out.  The  older  we 
get,  the  more  flexibility  we  lose. 

Today,  many  retirement  cen¬ 
ters  realize  the  importance  of 
flexibility  and  now  offer  their 
residents  a  daily  routine  of  low 
impact,  relatively  easy  exercis¬ 
es  to  help  maintain  it.  Yet,  for 
the  most  part,  most  of  us  still 
ignore  its  importance  as  it  is 
related  to  our  health.  From 
another  viewpoint,  and  to  an 
even  greater  degree,  it  is  sad  to 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


see  that  most  of  us  ignore  flexi-. 
biUty  in  our  spirits  as  well.  We 
are  often  too  quickly  hardened, 
calloused,  ana  fixed  in  our  spir¬ 
its.  Listen  to  what  Paul  saia  to 
the  church  in  Ephesus,  "Be 
kind  and  compassionate  to  one 
another,  forgiving  each  other, 
just  as  in  Christ  God  forgave 
you"  (Ephesians  4:32).  Often 
Christians  tend  to  focus  on  the 
need  to  forgive,  which  certainly 
is  a  vital  part  of  a  healthy,  spir¬ 
itual  life,  but  sometimes  over¬ 
look  the  more  flexible,  gentler 
approach  to  life. 

Think  about  what  a  tremen¬ 
dous  difference  flexibility  could 
make  in  a  home.  Parents  need  to 
be  firm  yet  flexible  with  their 
children.  From  time  to  time,  most 


regulations.  They  will  push 
the  envelope  and  sometimes 
push  your  hot  button.  Still,  it  is 
important  to  remember  that  the 
Scripture  says,  "Provoke  not  your 
children  to  wrath."  Paul  was 
instructing  fathers  not  to  stay  on 
their  kid's  back  about  everything 
all  the  time.  Just  remember  that  if 
you  exercise  some  flexibility  with 
them,  they  may,  in  turn,  be  flexi¬ 
ble  with  you  and  give  you  a 
break  when  you  are  inconsistent 
and  inadvertently  mess  up. 

Flexibility  is  also  a  wonderful 
medicine  mat  can  cure  many 
marital  ills.  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  there  aren't  many  perfect 
husbands  running  around. 
Personally,  my  observation  is  that 
there  probably  aren't  more  than  a 
handful  of  us!  Therefore,  it  is 
important  that  wives  give  their 
husbands  a  break.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  aren't  that  many  per¬ 
fect,  "do  everything  to  please 
your  husband,’  kinas  of  wives 
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either.  Most  all  of  us  have  some 
interest,  activity,  habit,  or 
approach  to  life  tnat  irritates  our 
mate,  so  when  we  learn  to  be 
gentle  with  each  others  faults, 
somehow  the  celebration  of  the 
good  qualities  is  elevated. 

It  is  also  a  fact  that  when 
we  exercise  flexibility  of  our 
spirits  in  the  church,  that  the 
kindness  we  show  one  to 
another  certainly  makes 
things  better.  Are  there 
things  about  your  church  or 
someone  in  the  church  that 
just  irritates  you  to  no  end 
and  keeps  your  spirit  in  a 
slow  boil  all  the  time?  Could 
it  be  that  you  are  irritated  by 
someone's  speech  pattern,  the 
quality  of  someone's  voice,  or 
the  fact  that  the  pastor 
reaches  too  long?  Are  you 
othered  by  some  program 
the  church  is  involved  in,  or 
you  don't  like  who  the  church 
elected  as  a  deacon?  I'm  sure 
the  list  could  fill  a  page  in  The 
Baptist  Record.  Then,  rather 
than  treating  these  things 
with  gentleness,  you  harden 
our  spirit  and  allow  it  to 
ecome  sour  and  permeate 
everything  about  you. 

In  almost  every  congrega¬ 
tion,  on  any  given  Sunday,  you 
could  take  a  survey  and  there 
probably  would  be  some  who 
thought  the  music  was  too  loud 
and  others  who  would  want  it 
louder.  Some  would  think  the 
sermon  was  too  long  and  oth¬ 
ers  would  think  it  needed  to  be 
longer  and  more  in-depth. 
Some  would  think  not  enough 
was  being  done  for  the  children 
and  young  people,  and  others 
would  think  tne  church  was 
going  way  overboard  in 
emphasizing  youth  and  chil¬ 
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dren's  programs.  Some  would 
think  tne  temperature  was  too 
warm  and  others  would  com- 

Elain  that  it  was  too  cold.  You 
now,  the  reality  is  that  every¬ 
one  is  simply  expressing  their 
feelings  as  to  how  they  feel 
about  a  certain  situation. 
Simply  because  the  person  sit¬ 
ting  next  to  you  registers  a  dif¬ 
ferent  opinion  than  yours,  does 
not  mean  that  you  cannot  come 
together,  worship  together,  and 
experience  Goa  together.  It 
does,  however,  take  a  spiritual 
ingredient  to  allow  that  to  hap¬ 
pen  and  that  ingredient  is  a 

fenuine  flexibility  that  is 
escribed  in  Scripture  as  being 
kind  to  one  another. 

In  the  early  days  of  my  min¬ 
istry,  I  met  a  100-year  old  man. 
He  was  not  a  member  of  my 
church,  but  he  was  known  in  the 
community  and  I  visited  him  in 
the  hospital.  He  was  not  in  the 
hospital  because  he  was  sick;  he 
was  there  because  he  went  for  his 
100-year  checkup.  When  I 
arrived,  I  found  him  sitting  on 
the  side  of  his  bed.  As  we  visited, 

I  asked  him  to  what  he  attributed 
his  long  life.  He  quickly 
answered  with  an  answer  that  he 
had  obviously  given  many  times, 
"I  have  never  smoked.  I  have 
never  tasted  alcohol.  I've  never 
married!  But,  I  guess  the  thing 
that  really  has  helped  me  to  live 
this  long  is  that  I  have  taken  care 
of  myself.  Mostly  I  have  stayed 
active."  He  then  reached  down, 
took  hold  of  his  leg,  picked  his 
foot  up  and  touched  his  nose 
with  his  big  toe.  He  asked  me, 
"Can  you  do  that?"  I  said,  "No  sir, 
I  absolutely  cannot!"  He  chuckled 
and  said,  <’If  you  really  want  to 
live  a  long,  healthy  life,  you  have 
got  to  stay  flexible." 

I  left  this  100-year  old  man's 
room  feeling  considerably  older 
than  my  early  20's  and  I  learned 
a  lesson  that  I  would  later  dis¬ 
cover  to  be  most  valuable,  not 
only  for  my  physical  well¬ 
being,  but  for  my  emotional, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well¬ 
being.  I  learned  that  life  can  be  a 
lot  niller  and  healthier  if  we 
would  just  be  kinder  to  each 
other  and  exercise  flexibility! 


Texas  church  prays  for  soldiers  missing  in  action 
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as  many  as  12  soldiers  from  the  507th 
Maintenance  Company  from  Fort  Bliss  are 
missing  in  action,  captured,  or  killed  fol¬ 
lowing  an  ambush  by  Iraqi  forces  on 
March  23,  Southern  Baptists  and  other 
Christians  near  the  Army  post  stand  ready 
to  minister  to  the  families  of  those  affected. 

Pastor  Rix  W.  Tillman  of  Exciting 
Immanuel  Church  in  El  Paso  called  his 
congregation  to  prayer  at  4  p.m.  Sunday  to 
intercede  for  those  deployed.  "We  have  a 
tremendous  amount  of  military  people  in 
our  church,  so  there's  a  very  heightened 
awareness  there,"  he  said.  "Whenever 
there's  a  need  we  address  it." 

During  fierce  fighting  near  the  south¬ 
ern  Iraqi  town  of  An  Nasiriyah,  the  Iraqi 
militia  captured  the  Fort  Bliss  soldiers. 
"We've  just  been  praying  all  day  and  lis¬ 
tening  to  the  news,"  Maria  Cervantes 
said  Sunday  night  in  an  interview  with 
the  El  Paso  Times.  Families  were  called  to 
the  post  Sunday  afternoon  where  they 


were  told  that  an  officer  and  chaplain 
would  come  to  the  homes  if  death  notifi¬ 
cations  had  to  be  made. 

Members  of  the  group  are  a  part  of  the  5th 
Battalion,  52nd  Air  Defense  Artillery,  11th  Air 
Defense  Artillery  Brigade  that  was  deployed 
to  Kuwait  just  over  a  month  ago.  Fort  Bliss 
officials  reported  that  the  company  was 
"involved  in  an  incident  while  engaged  in 
maneuvers  with  the  3rd  Infantry  Division. 

U.S.  congressmen  from  the  west  Texas 
and  eastern  New  Mexico  region,  both 
with  military  experience  in  Vietnam, 
praised  the  family  support  group  at  Fort 
Bliss  for  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
addressing  a  difficult  situation. 

The  U.S.  Army  Community  and 
Family  Support  Center,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Army  Family  Liaison  Office, 
established  a  toll-free  family  assistance 
hotline  at  (800)  833-6622  to  give  Army 
families  information,  resources  and 
referrals.  It  is  available  only  to  family 
members  of  soldiers  on  active  duty  and 


those  in  the  U.S.  Army  National  Guard 
and  the  U.S.  Army  Reserve  who  are  on 
active  duty. 

Iraq  war  commander  Gen.  Tommy  Franks 
described  the  Fort  Bliss  logistics  support 
troops  who  were  captured  as  ’’Highly  trained" 
and  nighly  motivated"  following  a  report  on 
an  Arabic  television  station  showing  me  cap¬ 
tured  soldiers  under  interrogation. 

The  names  and  faces  of  some  of  those 
captured  were  broadcast  Sunday  through 
interviews  with  Iraqi  television.  Major  UTS. 
networks  refused  to  play  additional 
footage  of  the  captured  soldiers,  showing 
only  still  images  of  prisoners  and  obscured 
angles  of  four  bodies. 

Fort  Bliss  spokeswoman  Jean  Offutt 
admitted  that  morale  is  low  at  the  post. 
"The  mood  of  course  is  very  tragic.  We 
regret  this,"  she  was  quoted  as  saying  to 
the  El  Paso  newspaper.  Another  soldier  sta¬ 
tioned  there  described  the  reaction  as 
"shock  and  disbelief’  while  adding  that  he 
is  certain  the  post  "will  band  together." 


Calif,  churches 
supporting 
U.S .  troops 

SAN  DIEGO  (BP)  —  The 
first  American  casualties  in 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom  were 
members  of  the  1st  Marine 
Expeditionary  Force  based  at 
Camp  Pendleton  near  San 
Diego  —  and  one  was  a 
native  Mississippiarv 

Two  Marines  from  Camp 
Pendleton,  Lance  'CpI.  Jose 
QMtierrez,  22,  of  Lqfc- Angeles, 
9nd  2nd  LL  Thenrei  S:£h  ilders, 
aO,  of  Saucier, /Miss.,  were 
Kilted  March  2TTrt  ground 
fighting  as  U.S.  and  British 
forces  overtook  the  town  of 
SafWan  in  southern  Iraq  and 
the  Persian  Gulf  port  of  Umm 
Qasr  en  route  to  Baghdad. 

Three  other  Marines  from 
Camp  Pendleton  were  killed 
March  21  when  their  heli¬ 
copter  crashed  in  Kuwait  near 
the  Iraq  border:  Ryan 
Beaupre,  30,  of  St.  Anne,  III., 
Kendall  Damon  Waters-Bey, 
29,  of  Baltimore  and  Brian 
Kennedy,  25,  of  Houston. 

In  reaction  to  the  deaths  of 
local  troops,  churches  in  the 
San  Diego  and  Oceanside 
communities  sought  to  extend 
additional  prayer  and  help  to 
military  families. 

Volunteers  from  Highland 
Park  Church  in  San  Diego, 
located  three  miles  from  a 
Camp  Pendleton  housing  com¬ 
plex,  hung  notes  on  doors  in 
the  community,  telling  residents 
of  a  special  morning  service  at 
the  church  March  23.  The  notes 
indicated  that  the  church  was 
praying  for  the  troops  and 
would  like  military  families  to 
join  them,  and  directions  to  the 
church  were  included. 

At  North  Hills  Church  in 
Oceanside,  which  meets  in  an 
elementary  school  less  than 
one  mile  from  the  back  gate  of 
Camp  Pendleton,  pastor  John 
LeBlanc  reported  that  many  of 
their  members  are  deployed, 
and  the  church  is  trying  to 
keep  up  the  support  network 
for  the  families  left  behind. 
The  church  obtained  address¬ 
es  for  each  member  overseas 
and  has  been  corresponding 
with  them  and  sending  care 
with  requested 
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Harmony  Church,  New 
Albany,  held  a  child  dedication 
service  on  Feb.  23.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Christi  and  Larry 
Rape  with  Cailyn  Leigh; 
Jennifer  and  Greg  Galloway 


k 


Harmony  Children's  Dedication,  New  Albany 

with  Dalton;  Faye  and  Kenny 
Metts  with  Katie,  Marlee,  ana 
Kody;  and  April  and  Chris 
Hudson  with  James  Thomas. 
Robert  Daniel  is  pastor. 

Crowder 
Church, 
Crowder,  held 
a  note  burning 
ceremony  on 
March  9  retir¬ 
ing  the  debt  on 
their  sanctuary. 
Pictured  (from 
left)  are  Joan 
Bailey,  Susan 
Elliot,  Joe 
Meurrier,  Cheri 
Mitchell,  Larry 
Kilgore,  interim 


Crowder  Church  Note  Burning,  Crowder 


pastor,  and  Bobby 


New  Life  Quartet  will  be  in 
concert  at  Wesson  Church, 
Wesson,  March  30  at  7  p.m.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
643-5722.  A  love  offering  will 
be  taken. 


New  Hope  LJiiurcti, 
Meadville,  will  offer  a  mar¬ 
riage  seminar  on  March  31  at 
6:30  p.m.  Glenn  Shows  and  Dot 
Day  will  be  speaking.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  384-5604 
or  (601)384-3122. 

New  Hope  Church, 
Meadville,  will  feature  In  His 
Honor,  McComb,  on  March  30  at 
5  pm.  Larry  W.  Yarber  is  pastor. 
For  more  information,  call  (601) 
384-5604  or  (601)  384-3122. 


Yalobusha  Y-Fest,  Yalobusha  Association 
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Heucks  Retreat,  Brookhaven, 

will  have  an  auction  orTApril  5 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  Items  may  be 
viewed  beginning  at  5  p.m. 
Proceeds  will  go  to  the  church's 
ministry  center. 


Church, 


Y-Fest  was  held  at  the 
Yalobusha  County  Multipupose 
Building,  Coffeeville,  Feb.  28- 
March  1.  Ryan  Fontenot,  RAGE 
Ministries,  was  the  evangelist; 
Russell  McCroy  and  his  band  led 
music;  the  Ole  Miss  BSU  drama 
team  performed;  and  athletes 
from  me  Ole  Miss  FCA  shared 
their  testimonies.  With  400-500 
students  attending,  26  students 
accepted  Christ. 

The  Castle  Family  will  be  in 
concert  March  30  at  6  p.m.  at 
Pocahontas  Church,  Jackson. 
Admission  is  free.  A  love  offer¬ 
ing  will  be  taken. 

Coila  Church,  Coila,  and 
Black  Hawk  Church,  Black 
Hawk,  will  have  a  ioint  Fifth 
Sunday  service  on  March  30, 
at  Coila  Church,  beginning  at 
6  p.m.  Promised  will  be  in 
concert  and  a  fellowship  will 
follow.  All  are  invited. 
Pastors  are  Billy  Blakely, 
Coila,  and  Riley  Ainsworth, 
Black  Hawk. 

Williamsburg,  Collins,  will 
have  a  gospel  sing  March  30  at 
6  p.m.  featuring  In  Favor.  A  fel¬ 
lowship  will  follow. 

Holy  Week  Services  will  be 
held  April  13-20  at  First 
Church,  Laurel.  Services  will 
be  held  Sundays  at  normal 
times,  Mon.  and  Tues.  at  noon, 
Wed.  and  Thurs.  at  noon  and  6 
p.m.,  and  Fri.  at  noon.  A  com¬ 
plimentary  lunch  will  be 
served  Mon.-Fri.  at  noon.  All 
are  invited  to  attend. 

Janice  Church,  Brooklyn, 
recently  held  a  Yard  Sale/  Car 
Wash /Bake  Sale  to  raise  money 
for  the  American  Cancer 


Shivers  Church  Child  Dedication,  Shivers 


Society.  The  church  will  also 
sponsor  two  teams  in  the  Relay 
For  Life  Walk-a-Thon. 

Grief  Gathering,  A  Safe 
Place  to  Explore  Your  Personal 
Grief,  will  be  held  on  Sundays 
March  23-May  11  at  4:30  p.m.  at 
First  Church,  Jackson,  Room  E- 
416.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  (601)  949-1907.  This  event 
is  sponsored  by  the  senior 
adult  ministry. 

First  Church,  Collinsville, 
will  present  the  Dallas  Holm 
concert  March  31  at  7  p.m. 
Bring  a  canned  food  item  to  be 
given  to  the  LBA  food  pantry. 
Hal  J.  Bates  is  pastor. 

Shivers  Church,  Shivers, 
held  a  child  dedication  on 
March  2.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front)  are  Grace,  Bailey,  and 


Megan  White,  Caden  and 
Colin  Nations,  (back)  Ken 
White  holding  Jessie  Lynn, 
his  wife  Missy,  Shawn  and 
Brad  Nations. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Janice  Church,  Brooklyn 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.F.  Duncan  have  created  a  lifetime  legacy  of  giving. 

Mrs.  Duncan  taught  Sunday  School  for  56  years,  worked  with 
WMU,  volunteered  in  the  music  department  and  taught  Home 
Economics.  Mr.  Duncan  also  shared  his  time  with  others  and  his  church 
by  serving  as  a  deacon  and  church  treasurer. 

The  testimony  of  their  lives  may  have  you  thinking  they  have  done  their 
share,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duncan  wanted  to  do  more.  They  discovered  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  and  its  Pooled  Income  Fund.  The  Duncans 
learned  that  even  the  smallest  of  contributions  can  make  a  large 
difference  when  combined  with  the  gifts  of  other.  The  Pooled  Income 
Fund  gives  the  Duncans  the  ability  to  receive  additional  income  for  the 
rest  of  their  lives  and  afterwards,  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the 
money  will  go  to  a  Baptist  cause  that  they  have  personally  selected. 

The  Duncans  have  had  their  Wills  prepared  with  the  Foundation  and  they 
have  started  other  trusts  and  funds.  These  investments  will  live  far 
beyond  their  lifetimes  helping  foreign 
missions  as  well  as  their  local  church.  fjMDC 

McLaurin  Heights  Baptist  Church  ^  ™ w 

M  puoi  W.UIUI.  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 
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Names  in  the  News 


Harmony  Church, 
New  Albany,  presented 
Elaine  Keenum  with  a 
plaque  in  appreciation  for 
1 7  years  of  service  with 
The  Golden  Ages  Senior 
Adult  Group  on  Nov.  10. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Robert  Daniel,  pastor,  and 
Keenum. 


Z  Jesus  Christ 

Apifuests  tfte  ‘Honor! 
of  your  Presence  Lm 
in  Graven! 


Harmony  Church,  New  f  Ip 

Albany,  presented  J ^  ,vf]r,/,)  '  /  Ft ; 

afghan  to  Robert  Daniel  ^  ?  ^ 

and  his  wife  on  Nov.  10  as  Vg'Jgjy.  ■  i 

his  19th  year  as  pastor. 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  V 
Daniel's  wife,  and  Daniel. 

The  Daniels 

Old  Silver  Creek 

Church,  Silver  Creek,  ordained  McComb,  Osyka,  South 

Gabe  Martin  into  the  ministry  McComb,  Unity,  and  West 
on  Dec.  29.  Martin  currently  McComb. 
resides  in  Washington  state. 

Pictured  (from  left)  are  Archie  Holly  Church,  Corinth, 
Herrin,  Darel  Daniels,  Martin,  recently  held  a  GA  celebration 
and  Richard  Green.  service  in  recognition  of  the  90 

years  of  girls'  missions  through 
The  5th  Annual  Pike  County  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Baptist  Association  RA  Racer  Pictured  are  some  of  the  women 
Race-Off  was  held  Feb.  22  at  who  were  GAs  as  young  girls 
West  McComb  Church,  and  now  have  children  m  the 
McComb.  The  105  boys  repre-  children's  missions  programs. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the 
following  prayer  with 
God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness 
for  my  sins  and  freedom 
from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(/  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as 
my  Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Holly  Church  GAs,  Corinth 


BAPTISTS 


Robert  Daniel  &  Elaine  Keenum 


5th  Annual  Pike  Association  RA  Racer  Competition 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare  Supplement  or 
Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 


BAPTISTS 


Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65 . New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 


Call  today  for  free  information: 

E.F.  Hutton  Insurance 
Marketing 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Medicare  Supplement  Age  65-99 

New  Low  Rate  Non-smoker  plan 
Save  up  to  50%  on  your  Medicare 
Supplement-Call  and  ask  about 
our  Low  Non-Smoker  Rates  Today! 


P.O.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 


Eldorado 
Starcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


Agents  needed: 

For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including 
limitations  and  exclusions  call  today. 

Not  connected  with  any  Federal 
program.LOL 


New  Prescription  Plan  For  Seniors 

Call  today  for  free  information! 


Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 
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to  prayer  for  war  crisis 


PRAYERS  OVER  WAR  — 
North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  staff,  led  by 
NAMB  President  Robert  E. 
Reccord  (kneeling  on  stage  in 
rear)  prayed  March  1 9  for  col¬ 
leagues  with  family  members 
involved  in  the  Iraa  war  —  as 
well  as  others  involved  in  the 
crisis  on  all  sides.  (BP  photo 
by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP  —  North  knees  saying.  Lord,  s 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  Reccord  said.  '"Show 
President  Robert  E.  Reccord  led  the  organi-  those  with  whom  we 
zation's  staff  in  a  special  prayer  service 
March  19  for  those  affected  by  the  imminent 
war  with  Iraq  —  from  US.  military  person¬ 
nel  and  national  leaders  to  the  Iraqi  people. 

"I’m  reminded  that  as  we  stand  at  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  difference,  we  need  today 
to  De  continually  on  our  face  and  on  our  C - 


Jehoshaphat's  prayer  during  a  time  of 
imminent  battle.  While  the  circumstances 

_ !_/  are  different,  he  said,  the  Israelites  of 

that  time  shared  the  same  need  for  God  s 
guidance  and  protection. 

The  leadership  of  the  nation  came  to 
God  aryl  said  they 

recourse  was  "to  stand  humbly  before  our  — _ - r  c 

God,"  and  make  the  best  decisions  they  freedom  to  share  their  faith  boldly,  and 

can,  "and  then  trust  him."  t*  ~  -  .  .  .  .  , 

Reccord  said  he  believes  President  Bush  Iraqis  to  himself,  so  they  might  not  only 
has  a  similar  humility  and  relationship  know  freedom  from  an  oppressive  govern- 
with  God,  noting  that  he  begins  each  day  ment,  but  the  ultimate  freedom  only  Christ 
with  Scripture  and  prayer.  can  give."  .  , 

During  the  prayer  time  NAMB  staff  gath-  •  Peace  in  Jerusalem,  including  prayer 
ered  around  more  than  a  dozen  colleagues  that  Israel  would  not  be  drawn  into  the 
who  have  family  members  involved  in  tire  conflict,  that  greater  stability  in  the  Middle 
conflict.  The  meeting  followed  a  special  e-  East  would  result,  and  for  other  nations  in 
mail  message  March  18  in  which  Reccord  the  Middle  East. 

called  all  staff,  missionaries,  chaplains  and  Also  being  released  March  19  is  a  senes 
trustees  not  only  to  pray  intently,  but  to  be  of  four  public  service  announcements  by 
open  to  ministry  opportunities.  Reccord  that  will  air  on  the  FairulyNet  tele- 

"As  President  Bush  told  our  nation  vision  network,  a  NAMB  subsidiary. 
Monday  evening,  war  holds  no  certainties.  The  spots  offer  similar  suggestions  for 
except  the  certainty  of  sacrifice,"  Reccord  prayer,  as  well  as  other  advice  on  how  to 
said.  "In  that  spirit,  I  would  like  to  challenge  minister  during  the  crisis, 
all  of  us  to  be  especially  alert  to  places  we  Additional  prayer  resources  will  be 
can  serve  and  people  to  whom  we  can  min-  posted  later  in  the  week  on  NAMB's 
is  ter  as  our  nation  steps  into  this  conflict."  www.namb.net  website. 


Guu  o.ui  were  not  equal  to  the  •  The  Iraqi  people.  Pray  that  God  would 

task  Reccord  said,  and  that  their  only  protect  innocent  civilians,  that  Christians 

. .  would  be  protected  and  experience  new 

; _ 1 _ ; _ 1 _ '  itn  boldly,  and 

that  God  would  draw  large  numbers  of 
Iraqis  to  himself,  "so  they  might  not  only 


daigremon 


Daniel  Caldwell,  Cooper 
School  of  Missions  and  Biblical 
Studies,  and  Andrew  Dale,  a 


are  shown  during  the  p resen ta-  call  (877)  8-KARDIA.  tianum  at  the  Alpha  Chi 

tion  of  the  Therman  Bryant  National  Convention  in 

Memorial  Scholarship  for  acade-  The  William  Carey  College  Washington,  D.C.  Alpha  Chi  is 
mic  excellence.  The  scholarship  Department  of  Education  is  a  national  honor  scholarship 
was  awarded  by  the  Mississippi  offering  education  majors  who  society  for  students  who  rank 
Baptist  Convention  Board  of  will  be  student  teaching  next  in  the  top  ten  percent  of  their 
Ministerial  Education.  Pictured  spring  a  Start  of  School  (SOS)  class.  Parsley  will  know  in  late 
(from  left)  are  Caldwell  and  Dale,  experience.  It  allows  them  to  March  if  she  earned  a  scholar- 

spend  five  days  in  a  classroom  ship  for  her  presentation. 

Arise  and  Walk,  a  confer-  before  their  college  courses 
ence  explaining  how  health  begin  in  the  fall.  For  more  infor-  The  William  Carey 

care  workers  can  live  out  the  mation,  call  (601)  318-6189.  College  Theatre  will  present 

Great  Commission  in  their  Lee  Blessing's  Two  Rooms 

daily  lives,  will  be  held  March  Larissa  Parsley,  William  April  10-12  at  8  p.m.  in  the 
29,  from  8:30  a.m.-4  p.m.  at  Carey  College,  recently  pre-  O.L.  Quave  Theatre, 
Belhaven  College.  Jeff  Russell,  sented  a  science  paper  entitled  Hattiesburg.  Seats  may  be 
Associate  Professor  of  Sports  The  Sequence  of  Development  reserved  by  calling  (601)  318- 
Medicine  and  Exercise  Science,  and  the  Effects  of  Varied  6221.  The  box  office  will  be 
will  be  speaking.  First  Church,  Growth  conditions  on  open  daily  from  1  until  4  p.m. 
Jackson,  is  supporting  this  Propagule  Formation  in  beginning  April  7, 


Daniel  Caldwell  and  Andrew  Dale 


Plainway,  Laurel:  April  6; 


Thirty-eighth  Avenue,  pastor;  for  more  information,  call  First,  Laudc 
Hattiesburg:  March  30-April  2;  (662)472-2845.  April  2;  Sund< 

Sunday,  IT  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  p.m.;  Mon.-) 

Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  pm.;  New  Life,  Leaf:  April  6-11;  Mickey  Cais 
Tues.  and  Wed.,  11  JO  am,  lunch  Tommy  Brill,  evangelist;  Brad  Wayne  Bishop 
available;  John  Phillips,  Bible  Rawls,  minister  of  music;  Jerry  list;  nursery  pi 
conference;  William  A.  Smith,  Rawls,  pastor. 

evangelist;  for  more  information,  Unity,  Mo 

call  (601)  264-3897.  Fannhaven,  Canton:  April  4-  18;  Sunday,  * 

6;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  pm;  Sunday,  a.m.,  lunch. 
Strong  Hope,  Wesson:  10:45  a.m.,  lunch,  and  6  pm;  Gil  p.m.;  Mon.-Fr 
March  30-May  5;  Let  the  Fire  McKee,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  evange-  Coulter,  a  36 
Fall;  Sam  Brassell,  speaker;  list;  Tom  Larrimore,  Jackson,  that  uses  his 
Steve  Walker,  singer;  David  A.  music;  June  McKee  and  Terrie  preach,  evai 
Crowe,  pastor.  Paulson,  instrumentalists;  Douglas,  past 

Charles  Gentry,  pastor. 

Main  Street,  Goodman:  Sylvarena,  \ 

March  30-April  2;  Sunday,  11  Belden,  Belden:  March  30-  Apru2;Sunda’ 
am,  noon,  and  1:15  pm;  Mon.-  April  2;  Sunday,  8:30  a.m.,  10:30  pm;  Mon.-Wi 
Wed.,  7  pm.;  Riley  Ainsworth,  a.m.,  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  Daniels,  Mont 
Black  Hawk,  evangelist;  Jan  noon  and  7  p.m.;  Jackie  Kay,  Karen  Hardy, 
Bunch,  music;  James  H.  Garner,  speaker;  Don  Baggett,  pastor.  music;  Stuart  C 
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NEVER  PAID 


(BFM).  A  few  missionaries  have 
resigned,  rather  than  sign  the 
BFM.  They  say  that  they  cannot 
accept  the  BFM  with  a  good  con¬ 
science.  One  thing  that  lam  miss¬ 
ing  in  these  comments  is,  with 
which  parts  of  the  BFM  do  they 
*?  I  read  again  my  copy  of 
M  and  I  would  be  happy 
it  I  would  not  mind  sign- 
nnually,  if  need  be. 


same  ten-year  period,  250,000  been  changed  from  an  individ- 
peopte  were  killed  on  America's  ual  (singular)  to  a  group  (plur- 
hignways  from  the  effects  of  al),  thus  diminishing  me  mdi- 
akohol  on  drivers.  vidual's  relationship  with  God 

Indeed,  installments  on  alco-  and  minimizing  a  historical 
hoi's  price  are  paid  in  perpetu-  Baptistposition. 

",  .  *‘”’1  we  ever  •  "Tire  Criterion  by  which 

learn?  Has  the  false  promise  of  the  Bible  is  to  be  interpreted  is 
tax  revenue  for  schools  Jesus  Christ,"  has  been  the 
is  never  obscured  our  vision?  removed  from  the  article  on  to  s 

V.  Alton  Anderson  Scripture.  Removal  of  a  Christ-  ing 

Biloxi  centered  interpretation  elevates  J 

the  Bible  above  Jesus  Christ.  Tyiertown 
What  about  John  5:39? 

PATH  TO  CREEDALISM?  •  Wives  to  submit  gracefully 

to  their  husbands,  in  me  article  USE  EVANGELISTS 
on  Family;  does  not  accurately 
put  forth  foe  intent  of  our  rela-  Editor 

i  as  identified  in  I  would  like  to  commend 
Ephesians  5:21-33.  Sonny  Adkins,  Evangelism 

•  The  Lord's  Day  article  Director  for  toe  Mississippi 
are  has  been  given  a  more  secular  Baptist  Convention  Board 
'  >"  definition.  (MBCB),  for  toe’  outstanding 

the  No  evident  good  has  come  State  Evangelism  Conference  at 
from  the  recent  changes  to  the  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  on 
good  BFM.  Quite  toe  contrary,  I  have  January  27-28.  At  the  conference, 
the  affirmation  read  and  heard  only  negatives  it  was  myprivilege  to-hear  two  of 
associated  with  the  changes.  That  our  state  vocational  evangelists 
should  tell  us  something,  should-  preach  wonderful  messages  and 
to  n't  it?  Is  it  of  God  or  man?  others  lead  us  in  praise  and  wor- 

Bill  Zerfoss  ship.  I  also  met  several  of  our  fine 

Gautier  Mississippi  vocational  evange¬ 

lists  at  the  conference. 

Let  me  make  an  appeal  to 
HAPPY  TO  SIGN  our  pastors  and  churches  to 

pray  about  using  our  vocation- 
Editon  al  evangelists  in  revival  meet- 

Many  letters  to  the  editor  have  ings.  The  office  of  the  evange- 
been  written  for  some  time  now,  list  is  a  God-ordained  position 
tency  and  the  pro  and  con,  concerning  the  that  in  His  sovereignty  He  uses 
Believer  have  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  to  accomplish  His  work  in  and 


Editor: 

Your  editorial  in  toe  March  15 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record  enti- 


tied.  Alcohol's  awful  price,  paid 


[in  full,  was  a  timely  article.  The  ity  by  its  victims.  Will 
price  is  awful  high,  staggering,  or  ’ 
my  one  of  a  number  ot  descrip- 
ive  words,  but  the  prio  ' 
xxmpletely  paid  i 
nstaUments  are  paid  in 
ty  by  alcohol's  victims. 

Gulfport  police  arrested 
almost  800  people  for  driving 
under  the  influence  of  alcohol 
(DUI)  in  2002.  There  is  no  way  to  Editor: 
calculate  how  many  were  not  It  should  sadden  all  of  us 
caught.  It  is  frightening  to  know  that  missionaries  such  as  David  tionships 
that  a  casual  dnve  along  the  dty  and  Robin  Parks  Johnson,  Ephesians  5:21-33. 
strefets  may  faring  an  encounter  whose  work  has  bear  exem 
with  a  driver  under  the  influence  plary  for  toe  past  17  years, 
of  alcohoL  Other  dries  have  sim-  now  deemed  "unacceptable" 

Har  statistics  and  concerns.  for  funding  by  tl._ 

It  is  onerous  to  me  that  the  International  Mission  Board 
State  of  Mississippi,  through  toe  because  they  cannot,  in 
Alcohol  Beverage  Commission  conscience  sign  C — '1. — 

(ABC),  had  matte  me  an  unwill-  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
ing  partner  in  the  wholesale  Message  (BFM)  2000. 

I  liquor  business.  All  liquor  sold  Who  shall  be  "required 
j  to  retail  merchants  must  be  sign  next?  Seminary  professors, 
bought  through  ABC.  The  pastors,  individual  Christians? 

|  arrival  of  casinos  has  increased  Are  we  running  down  the  path 
the  flow  of  alcohol  that  helps  the  of  creedalism  that  Baptists  nave 
gambler  lose  more  money,  always  abhorred? 

Liquor  stores  have  increased  in  Compared  to  the  BFM  1963, 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis¬ 
cretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mertt- 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Priesthood  of 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Churches 
download, 
war  videos 

ALPHARETTA,  Ca.  (BP)  — 
More  than  7,000  churches 
have  downloaded  two  free 
videos  about  the  war  in  Iraq  for 
use  during  worship  services, 
prayer  meetings  and  as  sermon 
illustrations.  The  Southern 
Baptist  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  pro¬ 
duced  the  two-minute  video 
segments  which  are  available 
from  the  NAMB  website, 
www.namb.net/essentials. 

Download  times  vary  signif¬ 
icantly  by  the  type  of  Internet 
connection  available^ 

"Churches  with  high-speed 
access  such  as  T1,  cable  or 
DSL  should  be  able  to  down¬ 
load  the  video  clips  in  a  few 
minutes,  while  dial-up  con¬ 
nections  could  take  as  much  as 
an  hour  or  more,"  Keesey  said. 
Once  downloaded,  the  video 
files  can  easily  be  inserted  into 
any  PowerPoint  presentation. 
Directions  for  doing  that  are 
available  on  the  website. 

In  order  to  provide  a  timely 
response,  Keesey  said,  videos 
are  only  available  by  free 
download  from  the  Internet. 
Due  to  shipping  costs  and 
delivery  times,  NAMB  is 
unable  to  provide  them  on 
VHS  or  DVD  at  this  time. 


Iraq  campaign  'last  resort,'  SBC  leaders  say 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  United  States 


;  Saddam  Hussein  early 


air  strikes  targeting  Sa< 

March  20  in  Baghdad  launched  a  military 
campaign  that  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
called  a  "last  resort." 

The  U.S.  attack  —  surprising  in  its  nature 
—  came  at  about  5:30  am  Baghdad  time 
with  the  use  of  missiles  and  bombs  in  an 
effort  to  take  out  Hussein,  thereby  removing 
the  head  of  the  Iraqi  regime  ana  hopefully 
minimizing  die  length  and  casualties  of  war. 
U.S.  authorities, 
were  uncertain 
of  their  success, 
leaving  open 
the  possibility 
one  of  die  dicta¬ 
tor's  body  dou¬ 
bles  actually 
appeared  on 
Iraqi  TV  after 
die  initial  mili¬ 
tary  action. 

The  attack 
began  about  90 
minutes  after 
the  arrival  of  the 
48-hour  dead¬ 
line  President 
Bush  had  given 
Hussein  and  his 
sons  to  leave  the  Graham 

country. 

Speaking  from  the  White  House  about 
45  minutes  after  the  strikes  began,  Bush 
said  U.S.  and  coalition  forces  were  "in  the 
early  stages  of  military  operations  to  dis¬ 
arm  Iraq,  to  free  its  people  and  to  defend 
die  world  from  grave  danger. 

'Now  that  conflict  has  come,  the  only 
way  to  limit  its  duration  is  to  apply  decisive 
force,  the  president  said,  "and  I  assure  you, 
this  will  not  be  a  campaign  of  half  measures, 
and  we  will  accept  no  outcome  but  victory." 


Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
President  Jack  Graham  and  ethics  leader 
Richard  Land  both  described  the  military 
effort  as  a  "last  resort"  and  called  for  prayer. 

"Removing  Saddam  Hussein  from 
power  is  a  just  and  necessary  action  after 
12  years  of  lies  and  deception,"  Graham 
saia  in  a  written  statement.  "This  war  is 
'just'  because  its  cause  is  liberation  not 
occupation,  protection  not  aggression, 
peace  not  appeasement." 

Graham,  pastor 
of  the  Dallas-area 
Prestonwood 
Church,  said  he, 

"along  with  millions 
of  Southern  Baptists, 
support  our  presi¬ 
dent's  decision.'' 

Ihe  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks  of  Sept. 

11,  2001,  Graham 
said,  "America  will 
continue  to  respond 
to  threats  of  evil  with 
courageous  resolve. 

Southern  Baptists 
will  embrace  and 
engage  this  global 
challenge  with  faith 
and  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  evange¬ 
lism  and  missions. 

We  will  unite  in  prayer  and  faith." 

Land,  president  of  the  SBC's  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  (ERLC)  in 
Nashville,  said  the  United  States  and  its 
coalition  allies  "have  been  waiting  12  years 
for  Saddam  Hussein  to  abide  by  the  civilized 
world's  demand  that  he  dispossess  himself 
of  his  weapons  of  mass  destruction.  He  has 
consistently  and  relentlessly  refused  to  do  so. 
Finally,  we  come  to  a  moment  of  last  resort, 
and  the  United  States  is  now  leading  a  coali¬ 


tion  of  more  than  40  nations  from  around  the 
world  that  have  not  only  perceived  the  dan¬ 
ger  but  have  the  courage  of  their  convictions 
to  act  upon  them  and  disarm  Saddam 
Hussein  and  liberate  die  Iraqi  people. 

'We  should  pray  for  all  the  soldiers, 
sailors  and  airmen  involved  in  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  Iraq  and  their  families,  as  well  as 
the  Iraqi  people,"  Land  said. 

Graham  called  for  pastors  and  churches 
"to  designate  days  of  prayer  and  fasting."  He 

also  encouraged 
families  to  "join 
together  in  per¬ 
sonal  and  private 
intercession." 

Southern 
Baptists  "will 
enlist  prayer 
warriors  as  spe¬ 
cial  forces  to 
pray  for  our 
troops  and  their 
families," 
Graham  said. 
"We  pray  for 
peace  and  the 
possibility  of  a 
Defter  world 
where  tyranny 
and  terrorism 
are  eliminated. 
"We  remem- 


Land 


ber 

God 


our  chaplains  who  are  ministering 
's  grace  and  strength,"  he  said.  "We 
pray  for  the  Iraqi  people  and  the  people  of 
the  Middle  East  that  there  will  be  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  bloodshed.  We  pray  for  revival 
and  spiritual  awakening  in  our  beloved 
nation.  We  ask  God  for  protection  from  ter¬ 
rorism  at  home  and  abroad.  In  these  urgent 
of  days  we  will  seize  the  opportunity  to 
advance  the  kingdom  of  Goa  by  sharing 
die  message  of  Jesus  and  his  love." 


Southern  Baptists  gather  to  pray  as  war  flares 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
The  start  of  war  with  Iraq  coin¬ 
cided  with  die  midweek  prayer 
services  March  19  in  numerous 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
across  the  country. 


UNITING  IN  PRAYER  — 
More  than  1,000  Union 
University  students  in  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  gathered  March  19  to 
pray,  including  (from  left)  fresh¬ 
men  nursing  students  Ashley 
Goodin,  Brittany  Hill  and 
Crystal  Box  at  the  Tennessee 
Baptist-affiliated  university.  (BP 
photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Prayer  also  was  rising  from 
various  seminary  and  Baptist 
college  campuses.  A  number  of 
reports  follow: 

•  First  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  Miss.:  Senior  adult 
minister  Dennis  Daniels  led  a 
time  of  special  recognition  and 
prayer  for  church  members  and 


others  called  to  military  service 
in  Operatioh  Iraqi  Freedom 
during  the  church  s  midweek 
prayer  service.  A  total  of  28 
names  were  read  aloud. . 

After  a  brief  period  of  silent 
prayer,  Daniels  led 
the  group  in  praying 
for  protection  for 
those  involved  in  the 
deployment,  as  well 
as  for  America, 
Christians  across  the 
world  and  President 
Bush.  Daniels  asked 
that  God  allow  the 
families  affected  by 
tiie  war  to  have  "an 
abundance  of  peace." 

"Grant  wisdom  to 
all  those  in  power," 
Daniels  prayed.  'We 
ask  that  you  create  a 
miracle,  that  you 
would  be  glorified  in 
all  this.  May  you 
always  see  our 
nation  as  one  nation 
under  God." 

•  Two  Rivers 
Church,  Nashville,  Tenn.:  A 
special  hour-long  prayer  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  in  response  to  the 
military  action  in  Iraq.  As  peo¬ 
ple  entered  the  worship  center, 
they  were  given  a  slip  of  paper 
with  one  name,  branch  of  ser¬ 
vice  and  location  of  about  75 
men  and  women  in  the  military 
with  connections  to  Two 


Rivers.  With  hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  attendance  at  the  prayer 
service,  each  military  name 
was  distributed  several  times 
so  that  more  than  one  person 
could  be  in  prayer  for  each  one. 

At  one  point,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  given  permission  to 
use  their  cell  phones  in  church. 
Each  person  with  a  cell  phone 
who  Wiew  of  a  friena  with 
someone  away  at  war  was 
asked  to  stand  up  and  call  that 
person  while  a  small  group 
gathered  around  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  center  to  pray  for  the  spe¬ 
cific  loved  one. 

The  service  ended  with  the 
congregation  getting  on  their 
knees  to  voice  personal  prayers 
to  God  for  the  military,  the 
nation's  leaders,  the  Iraqi  peo¬ 
ple  and  America. 

•  Van  Buren  Church, 
Louisville,  Ky.:  "Thank  you, 
God,  for  our  soldiers,"  5-year- 
old  Alex  Beck  prayed 
Wednesday  night.  Alex's  fattier, 
Peter,  the  church's  pastor, 
recounted  that  Alex  "under¬ 
stood  what  the  psalmist  meant 
when  he  wrote,  'Some  boast  in 
chariots  and  some  in  horses, 
but  we  will  boast  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  our  God'  (Psalm 
20:7).  Alex  knows  that  our  sol¬ 
diers  are  fighting  to  protect 
America  from  some  very  bad 
people  and  that  some  may  die, 
including  his  uncle.  But,  more 


importantly,  this  little  boy 
knows  that  it  is  God  who  con¬ 
trols  the  battlefield.  And  he's 
glad."  Peter  Beck  also  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  marketing  at  Southern 
Seminary  and  a  master  of 
divinity  student. 

Citing  Acts  12,  Parkland 
Hills  pastor  Mark  Swan  told 
churcn  members  to  expect 
that  God  will  work  mightily 
through  their  prayers.  "We 
don't  need  to  nave  a  cocki¬ 
ness,  but  there  needs  to  be  a 
faithful  expectation  that  God 
will  answer  our  prayer," 
Swan  said. 

•  First  Baptist  Church, 
Brandon,  Fla.:  Tommy  Green, 
Florida  Baptist  State 
Convention  president,  in  lead¬ 
ing  his  congregation's  time  of 
intercession,  prayed:  "The 
decisions  rendered  by  the 
leaders  of  our  nation  have 
been  weighed  in  the  balance 
in  the  closet  of  prayer.  We 
stand  in  absolute  support  of 
our  leaders,  military  person¬ 
nel  and  their  families.  Our 
prayer  is  for  protection,  preci¬ 
sion  and  for  peace.  The  scrip¬ 
tural  mandate  is:  'blessed  is 
the  nation  whose  God  is  the 
Lord,’  [which]  teaches  us  of 

Krivilege  and  responsibility. 

lay  God  bless  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  may 
the  heart  of  our  nation  be 
turned  to  the  Lord." 
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sion  and  great  wealth.  If  faithful  to  continue  in  the  work  Israel  had  to  acknowledge  God's 
that  were  so,  the  prayer  that  God  had  for  him  to  do.  authority  over  them  anti  humbly 
recorded  in  I  Chronicles  When  the  palace  was  completed  submit  to  His  Lordship.  They  were 
4:10  would  be  part  of  in  946  B.C.  (v.  11)  God  chose  to  not  to  settle  for  anything  less  in 
every  believer’s  daily  respond  to  Solomon's  heartfelt  their  prayer  life  than  seeing  God's 
mantra,  a  kind  of  magic  prayer  by  showing  up  in  a  face.  Their  prayers  would  not  be 
"  •  ‘  mighty  way!  heard  until  accompanied  by  true 

Scriptures  record  that  fire  repentance.  They  must  rest  in  the 
came  clown  from  Heaven,  much  assurance  that,  having  reached  the 
in  the  same  way  that  God  inau-  ear  of  God,  their  prayers  for  for- 
gurated  sacrifice  at  the  Mosaic  gjveness  and  healing  would  be 
Tabernacle  (Lev.  9:24)  and  at  the  answered  God  hears  and  answers 
Davidic  altar  on  Moriah  (I  Chr.  die  prayers  of  believers  when 


By  Lon  llendinmng _  receive  a  yes  response,  ■pf*  \ 

and  especially  more  soBT  ‘  i 

It  may  not  be  counted  among  when  employing  good  c 

the  world's  greatest  literature,  manners,  sucn  as  ..  i 

but  Stan  ana  Jan  Berens tain's  "please"  and  "may  I?"  c*endinning 
children's  book.  The  Berenstain  Humility  goes  a  long  way  when  God's  v 
Bears  Get  die  Gimmies,  is  classic  seeking  positive  results.  In  toda 

nonetheless.  This  week's  lesson  from  I  society 

In  it.  Brother  and  Sister  Bear  Chronicles  4  and  II  Chronicles  7  look  wl 
have  a  bad  case  of  the  "gimmies."  touches  on  that  same  truth:  did  not 
They  want  everything  they  see  at  God  hears  and  answers  the  anyone 
the  store  and  request  their  desires  prayers  of  His  people  —  when  from  a  \ 
in  that  incessant,  whiny,  pleading  we  pray  in  humility.  We  must  He  cria 
voice  that  children  can  too  easily  first  understand  that  God  will  was  his 
duplicate.  One  of  die  many  lessons  answer  prayers:  in  His  time  sufferin 
that  Mama  and  Papa  Bear  teach  and  on  His  terms!  Humility  is  was  no 
their  offspring  is  that  HOW  you  key  to  applying  these  princi-  by  pr 
ask  for  something  often  deter-  pies,  as  seen  in  the  lives  of  brough 
mines  whether  or  not  you  get  it  jabez  and  Solomon.  sought, 

Parents  and  grandparents  Jabez:  Not  much  is  known  "The  ef 
should  never  give  in  to  children's  about  Jabez,  but  Scripture  does  eous  m 
whiny  requests,  and  especially  record  that  he  "was  an  honor-  Solo 
when  it  is  accompanied  by  tern-  able  man"  and  that  "God  Solomo 


lor.  Instead,  children  must  be 
shown  that  a  request  made  from  a 


humble,  sweet  spirit  is  more  apt  to  in  ol 
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I  Kings  9:15-19,  25: 10:  4-7, 14-15,  22 
By  Harold  Simmons _ 


Introduction:  We  1 


a  new 


unit  of  study  that  should  help  us 


Ve  begin 
ly  that  should  Y 
our  focus  on  God.  I  over 
a  batting  coach  for  a  littie 
league  baseball  team  helping  his 
players  in  batting  practice.  Over 
and  over  again,  he  would  say  to 
the  boys,  "Keep  your  eye  on  the 
ball.  Don't  watch  what  the  pitch¬ 
er  or  die  catcher  is  doing.  Stay 
focused  on  the  ball  all  the  way 
from  the  pitcher’s  mound  to  your 
bat!"  That  is  good  advice  for  all 
believers.  Keep  your  eye  upon 
God  and  focus  upon  your  rela¬ 
tionship  with  him. 

Construction  Projects  (I 
Kings  9:15-19,  25).  Solomon 
began  an  extensive  building 
plan.  Labor  was  cheap-  forced 
labor-  and  the  only  real 
expense  was  the  materials  he 
used.  His  plan  was  well 
thought  out.  Solomon  built  up 
cities  for  the  flow  of  world 
trade  on  the  north-south  trade 


*'/ 


route  as  well  as  cities 
for  storing  up  food 
stuff  against  any  time 
of  famine  or  drought. 

He  built  strategic  cities 
for  his  defensive  forces  (chariot 
and  horses).  These  are  all  great 
projects  for  the  nation;  but,  as 
witn  any  other  project,  the 
details  of  administering  clam¬ 
ored  for  all  of  Solomon  s  atten¬ 
tion.  He  had  little  time  for  any¬ 
thing  else. 

Verse  25  shows  that 
Solomon  did  not  forget  a  time 
for  worship.  Although  his 
worship  place  seems  to  have 
shifted  from  Gibeon  to  the 
temple,  he  still  set  aside  time 
for  maintaining  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Lord.  In  our 
modem  world,  there  is  much 
to  claim  our  attention  and 
many  details  that  must  be 
attended;  but  our  personal 
relationship  with  the  Lord  and 
His  people  are  vital  to  c 
spiritual  health  and  growth 


Good  Reputation  (I 
Kings  10:4-7j.  Solomon 
gained  a  great  reputa¬ 
tion  that  exceeded  the 
borders  of  the  land  that 
he  reigned.  The  Queen 
of  Sheba  who  lived  1500 
miles  away  heard  of 
Solomon's  wealth,  wis¬ 
dom  and  spiritual 
strength.  What  she 
Simmons  heard  she  could  not 
believe  was  true  and  she  was  so 
drawn  that  she  made  the  ardu¬ 
ous  trip  to  see  for  herself.  She 
saw  the  wealth,  the  buildings, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  amount  and  the  quali¬ 
ty  of  food  served  was  also 
impressive.  Then  she  had  a  first 
hand  experience  at  a  worship 
service  in  the  temple.  All  of  this 
together  was  awesome  to  the 
queen.  The  scripture  says  that 
"she  was  overwhelmed."  The 
Hebrew  word  used  here  means 
she  was  "totally  out  of  breath." 

All  of  this  reputation  was  the 
work  of  God.  He  kept  his 
promise  to  make  Solomon  a  great 
rftan  if  he  would  keep  his  mind 
upon  the  Lord  and  follow  Him. 
Notice  that  Solomon  did  not  set 
out  to  build  a  reputation  for  him¬ 
self.  It  was  die  result  of  steadfast 


our 


obedience  to  the  Lord.  The  lesson 
is  clear.  If  we  set  out  to  follow  the 
Lord,  we  will  not  have  to  worry 
about  our  reputation.  He  will 
supply  one  that  is  lasting. 

Material  Wealth  (1  Kings 
10:  14-15).  God  had  promised 
Solomon  not  only  would  he 
receive  great  wisdom  but  he 
would  also  have  great  wealth. 
Verse  14  tells  us  that  Solomon 
received  a  total  of  666  talents 
of  gold  (25  tons)  annually!  It 
is  difficult  for  me  to  imagine 
how  much  gold  that  is.  I  saw 
a  chandelier  in  St.  Basel's 
Cathedral  in  Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia  which  was  a  gift 
from  Catherine,  the  Great,  of 
Russia.  It  weighted  13  tons 
and  was  solid  gold.  Believe 
me,  the  fixture  was  huge! 
Solomon  received  almost  9 
tons  more  than  that  each  year. 
I  read  of  one  very  wealthy 
business  man  wno,  when 
asked  how  much  money  he 
wanted  to  make  in  his  life¬ 
time,  said,  "one  more  dollar." 

Within  23  years  after  God 
placed  Solomon  on  the  throne,  he 
was  die  richest  king  in  the  world 
(v.23).  God  does  not  always  make 
those  who  follow  Him  rich  mate¬ 
rially,  but  He  always  blesses 


tor 
the 

keeping  our  attention 
on  Him  helps  us  keep  our  wealth 
(blessings)  in  proper  perspective. 

Business  Ventures  (t  Kings 
10:22).  Solomon  and  Hiram 
were  in  business  together. 
Solomon  had  built  ships  and 
Hiram's  men  were  the  crews 
for  those  ships.  This  fleet  of 
ships  ventured  out  in  trade 
ana  were  gone  for  about  three 
years  before  returning.  From 
the  listing  of  some  of  the 
cargo,  it  is  obvious  that  they 
had  touched  a  part  of  Africa 
in  their  voyage.  Not  only  did 
they  bring  essentials  of  food 
ana  raw  materials  for  build¬ 
ing  and  making  metals,  they 
also  returned  with  exotic  ani¬ 
mals  and  birds.  God  wants  us 
to  know  that  He  gives  more 
than  "just  enough. 

We  need  to  follow  the  exam¬ 
ple  that  Solomon  set  for  us.  He 
was  able  to  deal  with  distrac¬ 
tions,  fame  and  wealth  in  such 
a  way  that  they  did  not  distract 
him  from  a  good  relationship 
with  God. 

Simmons  is  the  pastor  of  Hebron 
Church,  Grenada. 


So.  Baptist  chaplains  ready  for  war,  again 


READY  TO  CO  —  First  Lt. 
Virgil  Thomas,  battalion  chap¬ 
lain  with  the  U.S.  Army's  4th 
Infantry  Division  at  Fort  Hood, 
Texas,  and  a  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft. 
Worth,  is  battle-ready  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  ministry  in  a  multi¬ 
faith  military  unit.  (BP  photo 
by  Richard  D.  McCormack) 
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OLOQ  GY  RZO  YHQ  HB 
UCQ  XCUO  QHR  RH 
WO  UEQEYROJOS  NQRH, 
WNR  RH  UEQEYROJ,  GQS 
RH  DELO  ZEY  VEBO  G 
JGQYHU  BH)  UGQI. 
UGRRZOF  RFOQRI: 
RFOQRIOEDZR. 

Clue:  l-Y 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  lames  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Mark  4:30. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  1st  Lt. 
Virgil  Thomas  is  battle-ready,  but  he  fights 
only  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit.  A  battal¬ 
ion  chaplain  with  the  U.S.  Army’s  4th 
Infantry  Division  at  Fort  Hood,  Texas, 
Thomas  has  received  deployment  overseas 
with  the  remainder  of  the  division  and 
may  soon  see  combat  in  Iraq. 

A  recent  graduate  of 
Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  Thomas 
answered  the  call  to  mili¬ 
tary  chaplaincy  out  of  his 
desire  to  fulfill  his  duty 
as  an  American  citizen 
and  a  Southern  Baptist. 

Today  he  ministers  to 
soldiers  from  diverse 
religious  backgrounds. 
Chaplaincy  in  a  multi¬ 
faith  setting  is  challeng¬ 
ing,  Thomas  said,  and 
the  challenges  only 
increase  in  wartime. 

"I  am  faced  with  sol¬ 
diers  of  varying  faiths  as 
well  as  those  who  want 
nothing  to  do  with  reli¬ 
gion,"  he  said,  "but  they 
want  the  hope  that  there 
is  something  more,  and 
that  is  when  I  can  tell 
them  about  Christ." 

That  is  precisely  the 
mission  of  Southern 
Baptist  chaplains,  noted 
™  Chaplain  Brig.  Gen. 
James  Spivey,  former  U.S.  Army  assistant 
chief  of  chaplains  and  a  professor  of 
church  history  at  Southwestern  Seminary. 

Spivey  said  graduates  from 
Southwestern  and  the  five  other  Southern 
Baptist  seminaries  who  enter  the  chaplain¬ 
cy  are  to  be  Southern  Baptist  ministers  in 
uniform,  committed  to  ministering  and 
evangelizing  in  a  military  framework. 
Opportunities  for  evangelism  occur  when 
chaplains  are  fulfilling  their  charge,  char¬ 
acterized  by  their  motto.  "The  mission  of 
the  military  chaplain  is  threefold:  ’nurture 
the  living,  care  for  the  wounded,  and 
honor  the  dead,"  Spivey  explained. 

Numerous  alumni  from  Southwestern,  for 
example,  are  fulfilling  that  role.  Maj.  Rick 
Morrow,  a  chaplain  with  the  U.S.  Army 
Special  Operations  Command  in  Fort  Bragg, 
N.C.,  was  in  Afghanistan  when  several  Green 
Berets  were  killed  in  combat  earlier  this  year. 


PRAYING  FOR  PEACE  —  Cmdr.  Doyle  W.  Dunn  (left),  chaplain  aboard  the  USS  Harry  S. 
Truman,  leads  sailors  and  Marines  in  a  prayer  following  news  that  the  United  States  offi¬ 
cially  commenced  combat  over  Iraq.  Dunn  voiced  his  prayer  from  the  bridge  aboard  the 
aircraft  carrier  in  the  Mediterranean.  (Photo  courtesy  of  U.  S.  Navy) 


1st  Lt.  Charles  Seligman,  now  an  Air 
Force  Special  Operations  Command  chap¬ 
lain  in  Florida,  ministered  to  airmen  and 
families  from  Hurlburt  Field  after  plane 
crashes  in  Puerto  Rico  and  Afghanistan. 

Navy  Chaplain  Lt.  Leemon  Brown 
serves  at  Camp  Lejeune,  N.C.  Army 
Chaplain  2nd  Lt.  Josh  Llano  serves  at  Fort 
Benning,  Ga.  Navy  Lt.  j.g.  Robert  Moore 
serves  in  La  Maddalena,  Italy. 

Beyond  serving  as  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  and  counselors  in  uniform, 
military  chaplains  also  have  a  constitu¬ 
tional  duty  to  facilitate  the  free  exercise 
of  religion. 

"Chaplains  exist  for  freedom  of  religion 
in  the  military.  It  is  my  job  as  a  chaplain  to 
guarantee  that  right  for  every  service 
member  and  their  families.  I  provide  min¬ 
istry  to  those  of  like  faith.  For  those  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  faith  I  provide  for  ministry.  For 
example,  I  would  not  conduct  a  Muslim 
service,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  find  an  imam 
that  can,"  Seligman  said. 

Providing  ministry  for  others,  however, 
often  allows  chaplains  the  opportunity  to 
share  their  faith  in  Christ,  Seligman  said. 


Such  was  the  case  with  a  Wiccan  he  was 
able  to  lead  to  Christ.  "Accommodating 
them  in  their  beliefs  provides  us  inroads, 
he  said. 

Lt.  Scott  Callaham,  a  Naval  Academy 
graduate  now  pursuing  a  Ph.D.  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  agreed. 

Callaham,  who  noted  that  service  as  a 
chaplain  provides  "immediate  acceptance" 
in  every  situation  and  "injects  every 
moment  with  eternal  significance,"  served 
as  a  submariner  before  Decoming  a  chap¬ 
lain.  God  called  him  out  of  the  "silent  ser¬ 
vice"  and  today  he  serves  as  a  reserve 
chaplain  with  Marine  Air  Logistics 
Squadron  41  at  the  Joint  Reserve  Naval  Air 
Station  in  Fort  Worth. 

Thomas,  Seligman,  and  Callaham  are 
only  a  few  of  the  more  than  1,000  alumni  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  who  have  chosen 
to  serve  God  through  military  chaplaincy 
since  the  seminary  was  founded  in  1908. 
During  World  War  II  alone,  557 
South  western.  Seminary  alumni  and  stu¬ 
dents  served  as  chaplains  and  in  other 
capacities.  Nine  were  killed  in  the 
European  and  the  Pacific  theatres. 


Chaplains  urge  churches  to  support  soldiers 


ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  — 
With  loved  ones  thousands  of 
miles  away  on  an  aircraft  carri¬ 
er  or  camping  in  the  desert, 
families  of  U.S.  forces  are  fac¬ 
ing  more  than  their  share  of 
stress  these  days.  While  the 
military  offers  much  help, 
many  opportunities  for  churcn- 
es  remain  for  ministering  to 
families  both  within  and  with¬ 
out  their  congregations. 

Several  Southern  Baptist 
chaplains  said  the  needs  are 
particularly  significant  for  fam¬ 
ilies  of  National  Guard  and 
Reserve  soldiers  who  often  are 
far  from  their  bases  and  unac¬ 
customed  to  the  pressures  of 
extended  separation  and  other 
stresses  on  families. 

"Churches  are  doing  every¬ 
thing  from  potentially  having 
particular  members  saying, 
TVe’ll  keep  your  kids  for  a  little 
while  to  prayer  support,"  said 
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Maj.  Mickey  Fox  worth,  garri¬ 
son  chaplain  for  Hunter  Army 
Airfield  at  Fort  Stewart,  Ga."'’ 

"We’ve  got  several  families 
where  the  wife  may  be  preg¬ 
nant  and  they  need  someone  to 
drive,"  Foxworth  also  noted. 

"There’s  a  sense  of  being 
overwhelmed,”  Foxworth  said, 
"and  when  you're  over¬ 
whelmed  you  find  it  hard  to 
reach  out  for  help." 

While  churches  can  call  chap¬ 
lains'  offices  directly  to  offer 
help,  he  suggested^  working 
together  through  a  single  point 
of  contact  like  a  Baptist  associa- 
tional  director  of  missions. 

Dave  Mullis,  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  military  chaplaincy 
associate,  suggested  additional 
ministry  opportunities  for 
churches.  Among  them: 

•  Churches  should  know 
details  of  military  affiliations  of 


their  members  so  they  can  be 
ready  to  assist,  particularly  in 
the  case  of  death  of  one  or  more 
family  members. 

•  While  support  groups 
might  be  helpful  for  military 
families,  they  should  be 
focused  on  positive  activities 
such  as  games,  movies,  craft 
activities  or  picnics.  "These  are 
not  therapy  groups,”  Mullis 
said.  "Group  leadership  should 
be  alert  to  persons  having  diffi¬ 
culties  ana  know  to  whom  they 
might  refer  the  person  for  spe¬ 
cialized  care  or  counseling." 

•  Repair  assistance.  "The 
joking  phrase  among  military 
families  is  that  as  soon  as  the 
unit  deploys  the  car  or  washing 
machine  will  break,"  he  said. 

•  Financial  assistance  may  be 
needed,  particularly  when 
income  suffers  with  the  deploy¬ 
ment  of  Guard  and  Reserve 
forces,  but  the  answer  is  not 
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always  money.  "A  financial  coun¬ 
selor  who  not  only  helps  orga¬ 
nize  the  finances  but  can  inter¬ 
vene  with  creditors  is  helpful." 

•  Adopt-a-family  ministries 
work  well,  especially  in  the 
context  of  Bible  study  groups. 
"Prayer  support,  phone  calls, 
child  care,  snared  delivery  of 
children  to  various  activities, 
cards,  yard  and  house  mainte¬ 
nance  are  meaningful  outreach 
tools,"  Mullis  said. 

•  "Care"  packages  from 
home  to  service  members  not 
only  uplift  the  recipient  but 
"speak  loudly  to  their  buddies 
in  the  unit,"  ne  said.  Video  and 
audio  tapes  of  services  or  cards 
and  drawings  from  children’s 
activities  are  meaningful. 

Editor's  note:  Ideas  on  how  to 
minister  to  families  of  servicemen 
and  women  are  available  at 
www.lifeway.com/conflict. 

-  March  27,  2003 


